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Dear z’m[é ..

Act this is Volume 15, Number 3,
December 2017, but this masthead ap-
eared on our first Christmas Chron-

icle way back in200%. As Prcviouslg
rePortecl, this will be the last year of
formal ministry at Cloudhaven. God
has given us nearlg 15 years of service
to groups, families and individuals and
has allowed us to see him impact lives
in many ways. We have seen young
children grow up in Christ, marry and
bring families oftheir own. Sing?es also
have clevelopecl relationships, married
and come back as families. Mission,
co“ege and church groups have un-
clergone major cl’ranges and have still
continued o find Cloudhaven a place
to meet and be renewed and equippecl
to move forward in ministrg.

God has also blessed our stepping out
in faith to create Cloudhaven in 2003
by Providing suPPort and meeting all
our needs over the years. Many of
you have been his instruments in that
regarcl for which we are exceedinglg
thankful. He has given us many dear
friends who have enriched our lives
by ministering to us cluring their stays
here. He has also given us relativelg
good health amidst our clccreasing
stamina as we have agecl.

The Lord has also Proviclecl ministry
OEPortunities for us in area churches
of our denomination and others, com-
munitg involvement througlﬂ the Sac-
ramento Mountain Ministerial Alliance
and in our Presb tery of the South-
west. We especia?lg wish to acknowl-
edge the suPPort and encouragement
of Westminster Presbyterian Cﬁurclﬂ in
Alamogordo—our church home since
we first came to New Mexico.

Y/ ,(%/z‘/[/;z‘/zfﬂzky notice

We will be disso ving (ﬁouc”ﬂaven asa
tax-deductible non-profit oreaniza-
tion at the end of the 2017 ca%endar
year. Any assets remaining at that
time will be donated to other Christian
non—Proﬁ't ministries. All donations to
Cloudhaven received after that date
will be returned to sender. We are
thankful to those who have ?aith?u”g
continued to support us rigl'lt up to
the end. Your donations have helped
us finish with no outstancling debt or
financial obligation&

We will continue to offer our guest
house as a Christian retreat for those
whom God may send, but will no longer
be serving muEiPle meals, hosting large
groups or concluctin% regular events in
our main house. APP ications for stays
at the guest house will be COﬂSiClCFC&‘j
based on our assessment of sPiritual
need, but we’re not hard to convince...
Guests may choose to l’lelp offset

our costs {%r utilities, laundrg, house-
keel:)ing, etc., but that will be as a
Personal giFt to the Bailegs and not to
Cloudhaven.
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More than S5 peo le came for our cli-
mactic Grand Pig Roast in Se tember.
Mike and Susan Newnam cooEecl the
10§-Pouncl Pig to Pcr?ection. Here are
some other recent guests. .

The Ewings

Rev. Steve Cavallaro & Fami|g

Rev. Jeff White & Fami[g

Rev. Ben CoPPcdge & Fami|3

(over)



Las Tierras Communitg Church
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Thefollowing is a reprint from our first
Christmas Chronicle in 20053, Each
year, we have returned to this theme in
the season of Christ’s advent...

This season, we've been thinking once
again about what Matthew in his g0s~
Pel (l:ZZf) wanted us to understand
when he cluotecl Isaiah 714 and aPPliCd
the name of Immanuel (Gocl with us) to

the Christ child.

Primarilg, Matthew wanted his readers
to understand that it was indeed God
who had come, and that everythin
about this birth was a work o Go§

in the midst of the active Passivitg of
Marg and Joseph. In order to save

his People from their sins, the eternal
second person of the Trinity had come
to be with us.

But in what sense was he with us? We
can think of at least three. First, God
had come to be with us in the sense

of drawing near. Our God is not only
transcenfcnt and Iogty, but he is one
who draws near to his creatures to
reveal himself in this uniclue way. The
author of the book of Hebrews begins
his insPired work bg reminding us that
in Jesus Chris’c, God has sPoE)en tous
inan unPrecedented way. Later, Jesus
himself would respond to Philip’s
rcquest by saging, ‘Anyone who has
seen me has seen the Father” (John
14:9). Here was God drawn near so
that we could see him, could watch
how he lived, could share a meal with
l‘lim, or a conversation while wa”dng the
road to Emmaus.

lntervarsitg Christian F’e”owship——our last Iarge group’?

Second, if God has indeed come to
be with us, we may well ask, “Is he with
us or against us? Has he come as an
advocate or an aclversarg?” The Bible
makes it amP]H clear that this time God
came in gcntleness, not to 'uclgc us
but to be with us in order fo meet our
clecpest needs ina uniquc way. God
came to heal the sick and disa ]ecl, to
free the demon Possessecl, to warn
the arro ant, but Primarily to seek and
to save the lost.

A third sense in which Jesus is God
with us, is that Jesus Christ has joined
himself with I’xumanity bg taking ona
human nature forever. Not onlg is he
the eternal Spirit, but he is God with
us, the infinite Creator united with the
finite creature, the eternal bonded
with the temporal. Unlike us, how-
ever, his humanitg is not compromised
bg sin. Because of the mirac{c): of his
virgin birth combined with his per-
Fcctlg obedient life, his real spacc—timc
humanity remains Pechctlg goocl, like
the Pcrfz:ctccl humanitg believers look
forward to in glorg.

e with us in this way? Paul gives us
the answer in Gal. 4:4. “When t%‘lc time
had Fu“g come, God sent his Son, born
ofa woman, born under Iaw, to redeem
those under law, that we might receive
the full rigl'lts of sons.” Our moral
Problcm is that we are law breakers.
We have violated the law that is defined
bg God’s very character. The lawis
given to us—not to animals, Plants,

or stones, so we need a human cham-
Pion who can do what we could not:
redeem us from the curse of the law

Whg was it necessary for God to come
to

bﬂ kecpin it Pchcctlg. And because
he is also ﬁﬂe infinite Personal Gocl,
that redemption can cover the sins of
a multitude. He came to experience
every ’cemptation that we c{()), to shed
his innocent bloocl, to die in our Place,
to bear the Pcnalt for our sin—tlﬁings
that the eternal se F—cxisting source

of life itself could do in no other way.
The hope of the faithful has ever been
that one clag we will behold the face
of God. That face is a human 1Cace, the
face of Jesus Christ, God united with
us forever.

Fina”g, “God with us” reminds you and
me that it is to us that God has come—
a reality that demands our resPonse.
Accorfing to the Bible, there is no
neutral Position forusin regarcl to
Jesus Christ. Either we believe what
God has revealed and trust in his Son,
or we do not. So the real qucstion for
us is not whether he is God with us, but
whether we are with him.

Matthew never forgets that Jesus is
lmmanuel, and cncr;g his gosPcl the way
he bcgan it bg recorcling this promise
of Jesus to his Peop]e: “...anfsurcl |
am with you always, to the very cndﬂog
the agc.”

Our prayer is that you will find within
your heart the gift of faith in his Son,
Jesus Christ, w%no is himself God’s
greatest giFt to us.
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Merry Christmas with love,
Jim & Katy

Shypokc dregs: The Cloudcroft Chronicle is Pub]ishecl sporac{icang by Jim and Katy Bai169 at CIouc”waven) 30 Lakeview Drive, Clouc{crogt, NM 88317.
Phone: 575—682—2720. E-mail: jim@c[ouclhavcn.org and katyecloud aven.org, Web site: clouc”waven.org, Your prayers are greatly aPPrcciatecl.
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“t have swcpt away your offenses like a CIOUCL your sins like the momfng mist. Return to me, for I have redeemed you. —lIs. 4422



